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At a Veſtry held this 7th Day of October, 1708. 
by the Pariſhioners of the United Pariſhes of St. 
Laurence-Jewry and St. Mary Magdalen, Milk- 
Street, London, 


T is Ordered, That the Church-Wardens, with 
YH ſeveral of the Pariſhioners, do attend the Reve- 
rend Dr. Moſs, and give him Thanks for his Ser- 
mon, Preach'd in this Pariſh the Fifth of this 
Month: And that he be deſired to Print the ſame. 
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To the Church-Wardens and 
Pariſhioners of St. Laurence- 


Jewry, and St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, Molk-ſtreet. 


Gentlemen, 


”® HIS Sermon (the firſt I Preach d 
before Tou as Tour Tueſday-Le- 
Gurer) I give up purely to your Impor- 
tunity, who, without my ſeeking or de- 
firing, have Choſen me (tho far une- 
qual) to ſtand in the Place, which the 
Eminent Dean of Canterbury has filld 


for ſome Tears, with ſo much deſerved 


Applauſe. And 1 was the rather in- 
duc d to conſent to this Publication, be- 
cauſe it will at once teſtifie to the World 
your kind Approbation of a plain Diſ- 


„ courſe 
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DEDICATION. 
courſe upon a Subject not ſo very Popu- 


lar, and your juſt Diſlike of Principles 


certainly moſt Pernicious. 1 Hope too it 
will be allowed to paſs for fome ſmall 
Teſtimony, how juſtly your Favours are 


f alued, and how thankfu lly Accepted, 
5 


Gentlemen, 


Your moſt Faithful Servant, 


Robert Moſs 


ES 


Gbr. IV. . 


For we Preach not our ſelver, but Chriſt 
Teſus the Lord; and our ſelves your 


Servants for Teſus Sake. 
oy Paul, in the foregoing Part of this Epiſtle, 


takes Occaſion to aſſert his own Autho- 

rity, and to ſet forth the Dignity of his 

Office, and the Succeſs of his Miniſtry, 
and. his Fidelity and Sincerity in the Exerciſe of 
it, in Oppoſition to certain corrupt Teachers and 
crafty Walkers, who, in order to make the more 
gainful Merchandize of the Goſpel, had Adul- 
terated it, as it ſhould ſeem, with baſe Mixtures 
of their own, contrary both to ſound Doctrine 
and good Manners. 

But our Apoſtle, that he might ſufficiently di- 
ſtinguiſh himſelf from theſe Seducers, openly re- 
nounces the hidden Things of Diſhoneſty, and diſ- 
claims all Dominion over the Faith of his Corin- 
thian Converts: And tho' he was Call'd, Inſpir'd, 
and Aſſiſted by God in a moſt extraordinary 
manner, yet he frankly Declares to them the Na- 
ture, Extent, and Deſign of his Commiſſion, .in 


theſe. 


[ 2 ] 
theſe condeſcending Words, —— We Preach not 
our ſelves, &c. As if he ſhould have faid, (in 
the Name of himſelf and the reſt of his Col- 
legues) © We do not ſet up our ſelves as the 
« Authors of your Faith, or your abſoluce Gover- 
ce nors and Directors: We derive our Power from 
« Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, to whom all Angels, Au- 
ce thorities and Powers are made Subject: Him 
ce and His Doctrine we Preach unto you; and the 
« End and Intent of all our Miniſtrations is to be 
« Helpful and Serviceable to you in the Things 
ce that Concern your Everlaſting Salvation: This 
« is the Work that our great Maſter hath given us 
ce to do, and which we diligently attend upon, in 
« Obedience to his Commands, and in Charity to 
* your Souls. 

And, abating for the Diſparity that is always to 
be ſuppos d between an inſpir d Apoſtle and an 
ordinary Paſtor or Teacher, we have herein a 
ſuccinct Account of the Miniſterial Function, as 
tis exercis d by ſuch as are lawfully call'd there- 
unto: Of the Commiſſion by which they are 
Impower'd; of the Inſtructions vhere with they 
are furniſh'd; of the Nature of their Employ- 
ment, and the Duty incumbent upon them. 

Which three Heads therefore I ſhall reſolve 


into ſo many Propolitions, fairly Deducible from 
my Text, viz. 


I. That 


[3] 


I. That the Commiſſion of the preſent Mi- 
niſters and Preachers of the Goſpel, is from 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: They Preach not them- 
ſelves, nor of themſelves, but by Vertue of his 
Authority. | 


II. That their Inſtructions are likewiſe from 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: They are not to Preach 
themſelves, not their own Notions and Opinions, 
but Him, and his Bleſſed Goſpel. And 


III. That the Nature of their Employment 
is to ſerve the Neceſſities of the Flock, and to 
help forward their eternal Salvation. | 


For we Preach not our ſelves, but Chrift Feſus 
the Lord; and our ſelves your Servants for Jeſus 


ſake. 


Theſe three Propoſitions I ſhall endeavour to 
Illuſtrate and Confirm, and to Improve by ſome 
ufeſul Inferences. And J am to ſhew, 

I. That the Commiſſion of the preſent Mi- 


niſters and Preachers of the Goſpel is from 


Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: They Preach not them- 
ſelves, nor of themſelves, but by Vertue of his 
Authority. 

Ir: 
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It is true, that no Man, whatſoever ſome Enthuſi-— 
aſts may perſwade themſe lves, can with any Truth 
or Modeſty pretend to have receivd an immedi- 
ate Commiſſion from the Lord Chriſt, as had the 
firſt Twelve Apoſtles, and the Scventy Diſciples, 
or St. Paul, whoſe Converſion and Call was more 
remarkable than any of the Apoſtles. But yet it 
is cvident, from the Tenour of that original Com- 
miſſion which our Saviour gave to the Twelve, and 
the extenſive Promiſe thereunto annex'd, that he 
from the farſt Deſign'd and Ordain'd a perpetual 
Succeſſion of Miniſters, to be conſtantly preſerv'd 
by his Providence, and ſupported by his ſpecial 
Preſence and Power; and to be aſſiſted, if not 
- with the extraordinary, yet with all ordinary and 
neceſlary Gifts and Graces of his good Spirit, to 
fit them for the Work to which they were ap- 
pointed. 5 

This the bare Recital of the Words us d by our 
Lord on that memorable Occaſion wall prove, 1 


think, deciſively. As my Father hath ſent me, ſo 


ſend I you, lays he, Fo. 20. 21. Which preg- 


nant Words can admit of no other fair Conſtru- 
ction but this, viz. That as he himſelf was ſancti- 
ty'd, and ſet apart by God's peculiar Deſignation, 


as that great Prophet who was to be ſent into the 


World, to declare the Will of his Heavenly Fa- 
ther; ſo did he allo ſanctifie and ſeparate the Apo- 
x ſt 


tles, 
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[ 5 ] 
ſtles, as his ſpecial Delegates to propheſie in his 
Name, and preach the Goſpel (by Fa reveal'd) 79 
every Creature. 

And of what Extent and Duration this their 
Commiſſion was deſign d to be, that other celebra- 
ted Paſſage, Matth. 28. 19, 20. vill fully evince. 
Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, baptizing 
them in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoft; teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever I have commanded you: And lo, I am 
with you always, even unto the End of the World. 
Amen. — Ewen unto the End 9 the World. — And 


yet the Apoſtles were Themſelves Mortal, and Short- 


liv'd as other Mortals; and therefore the Promiſe 
muſt of neceſſity extend to their Succeſſors, to 
Thoſe who ſhould be delegated by them to the ſame 
Charge which They had receiv'd from Chriſt, and 
lo On ſucceſſively eg THIS OUVTEAGIHG TS KEOVI » 1. e. 
till the Conſummation of all Things, as Grotius 
and Hammond, and with them all Interpreters tru- 
ly Learned and Pious, underſtand that Expreſſion 
in this place. 

And This Interpretation is both natural and 
eaſie and ſolid and well-grounded : For the word 
atv, which we tranſlate World, may perhaps more 
ſtrictly ſignifie an Age. Bur it isus'd for the moſt 
part in the New Teffament, not for the Age of a 
Man, nor for One Hundred Years (commonly 


B reckon'd 


[6 ] 
reckon'd an Age or Generation) but for an Age of 
the World, or ſome eminent Period or Diviſion of 
Time therein. And Two ſuch Periods there were, 
much mention'd and fam'd among the Jews, wiz. 
the Age and State precedent and preparatory. to 
the Meſſiah, and the Age and State under the Ad- 
miniſtration of the Mefliah. The Age preparato- 
ty. to the Meſhah was now concluded, and the 
Kingdom of. the Meſſiah actually commenc'd up- 
on our Lord's Reſurrection ; all Power being then 
given him (and he aſſumes it to himſelf, v. 18.) 
in Heaven and in Earth. And the firſt Exerciſe 


of this Power was the Commiſſion that he gave to 


his Apoſtles in the words following: In executing 
which Commiſſion, he. hath promiſed to ſecond 
and ſupport them (after his Aſcent into Heaven) 
by the ſpecial. Preſence and Aſſiſtance of his Spirit, 
@zoz; dg VR, continually to the End of the Age. 
And This being the laſt Age, there being no other 
State to ſucceed this, Chriſt's Promiſe. can have no 


other Period to determine it but the End of the 


World; and conſequently the Power now perſon- 


ally inveſted in the Apoſtles, and the ſpecial Aſ- 


ſiſtance promiſed to them, muſt. of courſe deſcend 
upon their Succeſſors, and be uninterruptedly con- 
tinued to the World's End, in order to the com- 


pletion of the Promiſe. This, I take it, is the 


Ground upon which this Interpretation is built, 


and 


6 
and it is too firm to be ſhaken by all the vain At- 
tempts of that gain- ſaying Generation of Men, 
who employ all their Art, all their Engines, to 
pull down ancient Truth, and every thing elſe Eſta- 
bliſhed. 

But to proceed. In confirmation of the ſame 
Doctrine, St. Paul informs us, Epheſ. 4. 11, 12. 
That Chriſt gave ſome Apoſtles, ſome Ewvangeliſts, 
ſome Paſtors and Teachers : And to what end? For 
the perfecting of the Saints, 4 = Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, for the edifying of the Body of Chriſt. 

—— end ele ee be eil 3 
unleſs a conſtant Succeſſion of Miniſters had been 
included in the firſt Grant and Donation. For 
there was need from the beginning (beſides the 
buſineſs of Diſcipline and Government) there was 
need, I ſay, of able Guides and Inſtructors, to con- 
firm thoſe who had been converted by the Apo- 
ſtles, to adminiſter the Sacraments duly to them, 
to feed them with the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
and to improve them ſtill more and more in Chri- 
ſtian Knowledge and Practice. 5 
And This being a Need that will always attend 
the Church of God, during its Militant State here 


upon Earth, it is highly reaſonable to ſuppoſe that 
there was a ſuitable Proviſion made for it by the 
wile Founder thereof: And it were extreamly un- 


| reaſonable indeed to interpret the Scriptures already 
B 2 pro- 


[8 ] 
produc'd, or Any elſe that look with the fame 
Aſpect, to a contrary Senſe and Meaning. 

Eſpecially ſince the Practice of the Apoſtles 
themſelves, whilſt They liv'd and preſided over the 
Church, is ſo plain an Interpreter of Chriſt's own 
Mind and Will in this particular. For we find in 
expreſs Scripture, that They did, with Prayer and 
by Impoſition of Hands, ſet apart certain Perſons 
for the Miniſtry; and empower'd and directed 
thoſe Perſons in like manner to Ordain Others, 
that ſo there might be a conſtant ſupply of Men 
duly qualify'd, both to Rule and Feed the Flock of 
Chriſt. 

And This regular Miſſion and Succeſſion has 
been continued down to this very day, the chief 
Governing and Ordaining Part being reſervd, ac- 
cording to the Apoſtolical Pattern, to Biſhops in 
- peculiar, and the Diſpenſing of the Word and Sa- 
craments being committed to Presbyters, in ſub- 
ordination to their Biſhops. 

And in this very Manner, and according to this 
very Rule, are the Miniſters of this Church at pre- 
ſent (and of all Churches rightly conſtituted) or- 
dain'd and dedicated to the Miniſtry : And They 
apparently derive the ſpiritual Power, with which 
are inveſted, from the original Fountain of 
all Power, and by the proper Conveyance that was 
ar firſt appointed; that is to ſay, by the * of 

Thoſe 


| E 
| Thoſe to whom it hath been handed down thro' a 
Series of Seventeen Centuries from the Apoſtles, 
| who received it immediaiely from Chriſt himſelf. 
| Let me only add here, that as They receive their 
| Commiſhon from Chriſt, ſo They are Honour'd 
with a peculiar Relation to him, and may, in their 
Proportion, lay claim to the ſame Stile and Title, 
that the Apoſtles ſo frequently aſſume to them- 
ſelves, of being Miniſters of God, Miniſters of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Miniſters of the New Teſtament, and of 
the Goſpel, Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, Stewards of God, 
of the Myſteries of God, of the manifold Grace 1 
God, wil the like. I fay theſe honourable Appel- 
lations do in a Proportion belong to Them, be- 
cauſe they are employ d in that which was the or- 
dinary Work and Office of the Apoſtles, tho not 
endow'd with thoſe extraordinary and miraculous 
Gifts, which the Exigency of Things made neceſ- 
ſary in the Infancy of the Church, but not fo ne- 
ceſſary to be continued in After-times, when It had 
gathered Strength, and gain d a firm Eſtabliſh- 
ment in the World. | 
And this, I hope, may ſuffice to illuſtrate and 
confirm the Truth of my firſt Propoſition, wiz, 
That the preſent Miniſters and Preachers of the 
Goſpel have their Commiſſion from Chriſt Jelus — _. 
the Lord: They preach not themſelves, nor of 38. 
| themſelves, but by yertue of his Authority. And 
: | | : „ 


— = 
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This is a Truth that, I dare preſume to Prophe- 
fie, will ſtand and fall with the Goſpel it (elf. 
And yet after all I will not diſſemble, that it hath 
been boldly aſſerted of late, by a more diſingenu- 
ous Caviller perhaps, and a more ſcurrilous Scof- 
fer than ever was Julian the Apoſtate, that That 
Promiſe of our Lord's, Lo, I am with you always 
&c, Ample and Extenſive as it may ſeem, can with 


vid TheRights no colour of Reaſon be extended farther than to 
Lausch g. 16g, the Perſons of the Apoſtles, and the Time they 
. 


were to live: Or, if we will needs have it extend- 
ed to After-ages, that it is groſs Partiality to con- 
fine it to the Clergy, Excluſive of the Church, or 
Body of Chriſtians: Or laſtly, ſuppoſing the 
Promiſe to be made only to the Clergy, that it 
infers no Right in the Apoſtles, of communicating 
the Power they had receiv'd to their Succeſſors at- 
ter them, for the Support and good Government 
of the Chriſtian Church. 

In direct Confutation of which wretched Ca- 
vils, I would undertake to prove, (would the time 
admit) that the Promiſe muſt of neceſſity extend 

farther than to the Perſons and Age of the Apo- 
ſtles; both becauſe it was a Work of longer Time 
that They were employ'd about, and becauſe in 
Fact the Work was not compleatly finiſhed by the 
Apoſtles, in their own Perſons, or their own Times. 
J would prove farther, that the Commiſſion was 


directly 
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directly given, and the Promiſe made to the Cler- 
gy, (as Succeſſors to the Apoſtles) Separate from, 
and Excluſive of all others: I would prove laſtly, 
that the Promiſe muſt of neceſlity include a Right 
in the Apoſtles, of delegating a competent Autho- 
rity to their Succeſſors after them, both to Rule 
and Feed Chriff's Flock ; and that both becauſe. 
They did actually rake upon them to communi- 
cate {uch a Power, (in which it cannot be ima- 
gin'd that they ſhould go beyond their Commiſſi- 
on) and becauſe the Nature and State of Things, 
as well as the Tenour of the Promiſe, did abſo- 
lutely ſo require. For the larger Proof of all which 
Particulars, I now make my {elf your-Debtor a- 
gainſt ſome other convenient. Opportunity. 

In the mean time, as I believe you to be All 
Chriſtians, thoroughly ſo perſwaded, and ſoberly. 
minded and well .diſpos'd, ſo I doubt not but if 
you ſhould happen to hear it aſſerted, in the pro- 
phane Strain of this Age, © That the Clark hath as: 
« good a'Title to the Prieſthood, as the Parſon ; via. 74 - 


. . | h | 
ce that the Power of Conſecrating the Elements, Sl 5% 


« which the Prieſt arrogates to himſelf, may de- Pafiim. 
ce ſerve rather to be call'd Conjuration than Con- 
ce ſecration; that the Miniſter is the meer Creature 
ce of the Magiſtrate, as the Magiſtrate is of the Peo- 
« ple, and to be made and unmade at Pleaſure; 
ce that the civil Power 1s the ſole Fountain. 


« of 
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< of all Eccleſiaſtical Power, and that the Mini- 
ce ſters of Chriſt have no Power that is Internal 
and Spiritual, ſtrictly fo called: I ſay, I doubt 
not but you vill reject Theſe, and ſuch like mon- 
ſtrous Aſſertions, with the utmoſt Abhorrence, 
and reſolve to have no Fellowſhip with ſuch per- 
nicious Works of Darkneſs; as concluding that ſuch 
an open Defiance of the Chriſtian Religion, and 
ſuch avowed Contradiction to ſome of its moſt 
Catholic and Fundamental Truths, is no other 
than a covert way of Undermining all Religion, 
and Introducing the wildeſt Libertiniſm, Deiſm, and 
(if it were poſſible) - downright Atheiſm in the 
room of it. 

II. I proceed now to my Second Head, wiz. 
That the Inſtructions of the Miniſters and Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel, are likewiſe from Chrift Jeſus 
the Lord: They are not to Preach themſelves, not 
their own Notions or Opinions, but Him and his 
Bleſſed Goſpel. 

And this is purſuant to that original Com- 
miſſion which Chriſt gave to his Apoſtles, when 
he ſent them to diſciple all Nations; for he pre- 
{cribes expreſly what it was they were to Teach 
them, even to obſerve all things whatſoever he had 
commanded them, Matth. 20. 21. So that their 
direct Charge vas to deliver thoſe very Precepts 
to the Jews and Gentiles, whom they were to con- 

vert, 


[ 13 ] 

vert, which They themſelves had received from that 
infallible Teacher who ſent them upon this Embaſſy. 
And indeed, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and the myſterious Oe- 
conomy of Man's Redemption by him accompliſh'd, was 
the only Foundation, as St. Paul avows, that They, or 
any Man could lay, or ſafely build upon. 
And accordingly ve find that St. Peter, in his firſt 
Sermon (at which three thouſand Souls were Converted) 
took Jeſus of Nazareth for his Text, pronouncing him to 
be a Man approved of God by Signs and Wonders ; and Aar 283 230 
appealing to — evs own Knowledge for the Truth of tales 
matter; upbraiding them for being his Crucifiers; bear- 
ing Teſtimony to his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion; and 
aſcribing the Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt to his Vertue 
and Power; and laſtly, declaring him to be both Chriſt 
and Lord, the very Meſliah, that the Jews ſo earneſtly 

expected. 
And, at the next Opportunity, we find him re- 
peating and confirming the ſame, and Preaching Repen- 4853: 13-69% 
rance and Remiſſion of Sins in his Name; and aſſerting 5 | 
at another time, that zhere is not Salvation in any other; 
that there is none other Name under Heaven, given among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved. And He and the Reſt 
of the Apoltles ceaſed not, we read, in the Temple and 
in every Houſe to Teach and Preach Jeſus Chriſt, Acts 5. 42. 

And St. Paul, as ſoon as ever he was illuminated Him- 
ſelf, Proclaimed the ſame Doctrine both to the Jews and 
Gentiles : Feſus theSon of God; Feſus, and Forgiveneſs of Sins e 9. 20. 
through Him; Jeſus and the ReſurreFion, & c. And in- 2 
ſtead of all other Recommendations, he plainly tells the 

© Corinthians, 


4. 12. 


— — „„ — — —— 


[ 14 |] | 


cor 2-2 Corinthians, that he had determin d to know nothing a- 
mong them, ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him Crucified. | 
This is the Sum and Subſtance of that Doctrine which 
the firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity unanimouſly Advanced 
Theſe are the Inſtructions that they conſtantly purſu'd : 
And by the ſame the Miniſters of the Goſpel at this Day 
are certainly bound up, by the ſame They ought always 
to be directed. | 
They are not, They muſt not think themſelves at 
Liberty, to preach their own darling Opinions, or curi- 
ous. Speculations, or uſeleſs Inventions ; much leſs their 
own Prejudices, Paſſions, or Errors, for the Sacred Ora- 
cles of God: But they are oblig'd to bring every thing that 
they adventure to propoſe tothe Standard of the Goſpel, 
and to build Nothing that is a Superſtructure of their 
own, beſide the only true Foundation, which is. Chriſt. 
They ought to preach the Incarnation, Life, Death, 
Reſurrection, and Exalcation of the Son of God; toge- 
ther with the Neceſſity and Sufficiency of that Satiſ- 
faction which he made upon the Croſs, for the Sins of 
the whole World. 
They ought to preach. that Faith and Repentance, 
which he hath been pleas d to make the Goſpel Conditi- 
ons of Salvation; and that Remiſſion of Sins and Juſtifi- 
cation by God's, free Grace, which is the precious Goſpel 
Privilege. 
They ought to preach the Aid and Efficacy of the Holy | 
Spirit, as neceſſary to prevent and further us in all that ö 

ve think or do; and that Life and Immortality, vhich : 
Chriſt brought to Light through the Goſpel, as the great En- 
5 8 couragement 
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couragement to all our honeſt and pious Endeavours. 

And They ought, in Nr to ſhew the vaſt Mo- 
ment and Importance of all theſe Goſpel Truths, and 
the 18 Influence, that, if rightly conſider d and ap- 
ply'd, they would have upon Mens Lives and Manners. 

And They ought alſo, upon this Foundation, to preach 
good ſound Morality; not as 'tis lamely and coldly 
Taught in the Schools of the Philoſophers, but as tis 
more perfectly Compriz'd, and Refin'd from all Adul- 
terations and Corruptions, in Chriſt's admirable Sermon 
upon the Mount, and Commented upon and Explained 
in. St. Paul's Epiſtles, and other the Canonical Writings. 
This Chriſtian Morality, I ſay, the Miniſters of t 

Goſpel ought to preach and inculcate, deriving its Ob- 
ligation from the Authority of our ſypream.Law-giver, 
who is able to ſave and to deſtroy; cog its Eſſence 
(where it ought to be) in a principle of Love and Duty 
towards God fixing the Meaſures of it by the exaQteſt 
Standard, the Precepts and Example of Chriſt; reſolv- 
ing the Power of it into the Efficiency of Divine Grace; 
and laſtly, enforcing the Practice of it by the mighty 
Motive of eternal Rewards and Puniſhments. 

And when the Miniſters of God do thus faithfully pro- 
pole any part or point of the Chriſtian Religion, whe- 
ther Doctrinal or Moral, and ſupport what * have to 
offer, by Proofs immediately fetch d from Scripture, or 
by other nes well conſiſting with Scripture, and 
the Analogy of Faith; 1 ſay, in ſo doing, they act in 
purſuance of their proper Inſtructions, and preach nor 
zhemſel ves, but Cbriſt Teſus * Ang in n 
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1 
vhen They preſs the Practice of any Thing that is moral- 
ly Good, (or diſſwade the contrary) upon the Principles 
and Motives above mentioned, then do they preach true 
Divinity and Chriſtianity, then alſo do they preach Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord, | | 
For tho it may poſſibly be ſaid (as a moſt Reverend 
Perſon, whoſe Name is famous here, and wherever elſe 
the Engliſo Tongue is known and underſtood, once 
watchfully objected to himſelf) © This is all mere Mora- 
© lity, there is not one word of Jeſus Chriſt in it; yet 
(as that great Prelate and Preacher juſtly retorted) © it 
ce js Scripture Morality, It is Chriſtian Morality ; and 
6e hope that Jeſus Chriſt is truly Preach'd, whenever 
« his Will, and Laws, and the Duties injoyn'd by the 
« Chriſtian Religion, are inculcated upon Us. 

Whenever therefore we preach up Humility, Meekneſs, 
Purity, Peaceablenels, Juſtice, Charity, Prudence, Pati- 
ence, Godly Sincerity, Veracity, Candor, Courteſie, and 
the like; then it muſt in all Reaſon be allow'd, that 
we preach Jeſus Chrift, becauſe we preach up thoſe Vir- 
rucs and Graces, that were moſt conſpicuous in Him our 
great Exemplar, that are moſt carneſtly recommended in 
the New Teſtament, and that are highly ornamental to 
a Chriſtian's Life. 5 | 
On the other hand, when we preach againſt Pride, 
Peeviſhneſs, Strife, Envy, Sedition, Schiſm, Injuſtice, 
Unmercifulneſs, Intemperance, Uncleanneſs, Hypocri, 
fie, Diſſimulation, Cenſoriouſneſs, Uncharitableneſs, or 
the like; then alſo it muſt not be denied but that we preach 
Feſus Chriſt, becauſe ve preach againſt thoſe Sins, _ 
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ſelves your Servants for Jeſus ſake. Whieh latter Clauſe, I 
think, is evidently to be Interpreted of his being ſerviceable 
to them in their ſpiritual Concerns, and in the grand Af- 
fair of their Salvation: becauſe it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that 


Þ T3, | 


which he himſelf has more particularly revealed the Wrath 


of God from Heaven. | 
In ſum, topreach Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, is to deliver the 


Truth as it is inFeſus, it is to (peak plainly as the Oracles of 


God direct, upon all uſeful Subjects Divine and Moral, 
vithout vteſting or warping our Comments upon Scrip- 
ture, or Deductions from Scripture, by way of Accom- 


modation to Times and Seaſons, to particular Events and 
Occurrences, to faſhionable Opinions, to prevailing Er- 
rors, to Intereſt or Policy, or any other ſiniſter View 


whatſoever. 

And by this time it is hoped, that I may have ſaid e- 
nough to Clear and Eſtabliſh my ſecond Propoſition, to 
wit, That the Miniſters and Preachers of the Goſpel receive 
their Inſtructions from Chriſt Feſus the Lord: That they are 
not to preach themſelves, not their own Notions or Opi- 


nions, but him and his Bleſſed Goſpel : And I have alſo 
ſhewn, when and how They may be ſaid to acquit them- 
elves, purſuant to the Inſtructions They have receiv'd. 
I haſten now, 


III. Tomy third and laſt Propoſition, viz. That the 


| Nature of their Employment is to ſerve the Neceſſities of 
the Flock, and to help forward their Eternal Salvation. 


Me preach not our ſelves, but Chrift Feſus the Lord; and our 


the Office of an Apoſtle, as ſuch, ſhould imply any Thing 
of Servility; or that St. Paul, whilſt he diſclaims any di- 
Fo OE dM ent e: wegn 
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rect Dominion over the Corinthians Faith, ſhould profeſs a 
direct Subjection to them, even in the Adminiſtration. of 
his Office; or that he ſhould be, in a ſtrict Senſe, and in a 
proper Relation, a Servant to Them, vhom he elſe where 
calls his Sons, and aſſerts his paternal Authority over them, 
as having begorten them thro the Goſpel. 1 Cor. 4. 15. 
Beſides, tis apparent enough, that the Apoſtolical Fun- 
tion, as ſuch, did imply an eminent and immediate Re- 
lation to God; upon vhich account it is, that St. Paul 
ſtiles himſelf, in the Entrance of his Epiſtle to the Romans, 
Paul the Servant of Feſus Chriſt: And why? becauſe he 


Vas call'd. to be an Apoſile, and ſeparated to the Goſpel of 
God. 

And, for the ſame Reaſon, he calls Epaphras, Coloſ. 1. 
7. his dear fellow-ſervant, who (adds he) is for you a faith- 
Jul Miniſter of Chriſt. Chriſt's Miniſter he properly was, 
-tho'his Miniſtration was for the behoofand benefit of the 
Coloſſians, whom, by a Delegation from St. Paul, he had vi- 
ſited and converted. And, in the ſame ſenſe, St. Paul here 
Preſents himſelf and Brethren as the Corinthians Servants 
For Jeſus ſake ; that is, as, miniſtring to their ſpiritual and 
-eternal Good. by the Miſſion and Appointment of Je- 
{us Chriſt: And They might aptly enough call themſelves 
Servants, in reſpect of the Laboriouſneſs and Difficulty of 
their Task, tho not upon the account of any ſervile relati- 
on that they bore: to the Perſons vhom they freely mini- 
fired. to. For even the Angels themſelves are call'd: mini- 


Salvation: And yet it would be incongruous to infer 
m thence, that they are in Station or Condition ſervile- 
& ſubject to mortal Men. And 
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And as the Office of the Apoſtles vas, in its firſt Source, 
exempt from all Servility, fo the Power delegated by 
Them to Others was free from any ſuch Clog or Incum- 
brance : For St. Paul, we find, gives a ſolemn Charge 
to his Son Timothy, to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all rim. 4 2 
Long: ſufferimg and Doctrine, i. e. where there vas any hope 
of working upon ingenuons Tempers by the fpirit of 
Meekneſs : But the Charge to Titus runs higher, Theſe Tit a. 15. 
things ſpeak and exhort, and rebuke with all Authority; 
let no Man deſpiſe thee. He is directed to act boldly, as 
in the Name of God, that he might not incur the Con- 
tempt of Men that vere diſpos d to be refractory and 
diſobedient. | 

And it muſt in reaſon be preſumed, that even the Office 
of the Ordinary ſtanding Paſtors of the Church includes 
nothing in it ſo Baſe and Mean, as to make it the Object 
of Contempt. For, were it fo, the Inſtitution it ſelf vould 
be in vain, ſince the Nature of Mankind is ſuch, that they 
vill not eaſily be influenced or guided by thoſe, vhom 
they look down upon with Scorn and Difdain : From 
whence, by the by, it appears, how very differviceable it 
muſt needs be to Religion in general, to have the Mini- 
ſters of it made cheap and deſpicable in the Eyes of the 
People; which, as ſome obſerving Men are apt to think, 
is not ſo openly and induſtriouſly done in any Country, 
that is either Chriſtian or Civil, as it is in this of Ours, 
which is Proteſtant and Reformed. | | 

The Occaſion of which Complaint is chiefly owing to nge, Reb 
the licentious Pens of this Age, who, as they are very free b. Chriſtie 
to tax the Chriſtian Clergy, as if they deriv'd ſome of? be. 
their moſt venerable Myſteries, and moft Important 
Powers from the Heathen Prieſts; ſo (todo em Priftice) 
2 * : | 188 
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they are far enough from copying after the Heathen 
Laity, in that profo ound Regard which generally they paid 
to 2 Prieſts of Jupiter, the Mother of the Gods, or 
other their Fictitious Deities. 

In the mean time, there can be nothing in the Functi- 
on of the Chiiſtian Prieſthood it ſelf, that ſhould ren- 
der it Contemptible, but quite the contrary. For to be the 
Miniſters of God, is an Honourable Relation; to wait 
at his Altar is an Honourable Attendance; to be the Dil- 
Berg 2 of his Word and Sacraments, is a high Truſt ; to 

ave the Care and Guidance of his Flock, is a weighty 
Charge, that requires no mean Sufficiency. | 

And whatis it, after all theſe Honours, that ſhould ſink 
the Miniſters Character ſo very low in vulgar Opinion? Is 
it, that they owea Service to the People, vith the Care of 
whom they are Intruſted? But in this they are ſtill the 
Servants of God, under the Great Shepherd and Biſbop of 
Souls. And the Service that they owe is of a Spiritual kind, 
ſuited to the ſeveral Exigencies of their Flock, over whom 
they ought to be continually watching for Good, and to 
FE Ar; "6 to all their Neceſſities, as the ſpecial Caſe ſhall 
happen to require. Their Buſineſs is, in a word, with all 
Patience to Inſtruct the Ignorant, with all Mecknels to 
Admonith and Exhort the Knowing, with all Carefulnels 
to confirm the Wavering, vith all Caution to direct the 
Doubtful, with all Compaſſion to comfort the Afflicted, 
and to reſtore the Deſpondingʒ with all Earneſtneſs to excite 
the Lazy, and to avaken the Secure, vith all long g Suffering 
to recall the Erroneous, and vith all Authority to correct 
the Scandalous, and to menace the Preſi umptuous, 

This is the Nature of the Miniſters Employment, Theſe 
are ſome of the chictBranches of theirDuty; in diſcharging 


of 
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of which, They are willing to be the Servants of Men, in 
Obedience toGod's Holy Ordinance, and in order to bring 
them to Heaven and Happineſs. We Preach not our ſelves, 
but Chriſt Feſus the Lord; and our ſelves your Servants for 
Feſus ſake. Accept, we beſeech you, of this Service. 
Hitherto,Beloved,you have heard me at large, concern- 
ing the Commiſſion and Inſtructions of the Miniſters and 

Preachers of the Goſpel, together with the Nature of their 
Duty and Employment. 15 ye will ſuffer now a few Hints, 
concerning the reſpective Duty of the People that are 
their Hearers, towards Them, I'll do it very briefly, and 
only by way of Inference. | 

1. Firſt then, if the Miniſters of the Goſpel do indeed 
derive their Commiſſion from Chrift Feſus, (which none 
but a Diſciple of Leviathan, no ſound Chriſtian, to be 
ſure, can deny) then certainly their Hearers are oblig'd 
to pay em all that Reverence and Regard, which is ſuita- 
ble to the Relation and Character that they bear. 

Iam apprehenſive enough, (tho not at all at this Time, 
or in this Place) that a Man generally perſwades but little, 
when he goes about to plead for Reſpect to Himſelf and his 
own Order. And yet 'tis always allowed to be a thing both 
fitting and commendable, in Thoſe that hold any Place or 
Truſt under an Earthly Prince, to keep up the Dignity of 
their Commiſſion, and to inſiſt upon * Obſervance 
and Reſpect, eſpecially in the Execution of their Office, 
vhich is Cuſtomary and Decent. . 

And ſure it will be allow d, by more than parity of Rea- 
ſon, that God's Miniſters, the Stewards of his Myſteries, and 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, may juſtly expect to be rever'd and 
honour'd,for the fake of Him whoſe Commiſſioners they 
are; and for whoſe ſake they are contented to be your 

D Servants 
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Servants in Spiritual Matters. They may, at leaſt, of 
right demand and inſiſt upon ſo much Deference and Re- 
gard, as may ſerve to prepare the Peoples Minds the bet- 
ter to receive the Meſſage that they bring; ſo much, at 
leaſt, as may add Weight to their Admonitions, Force to 
their Exhortations, and Edge to their Reprehenſions, and 
preſerve the Solemnity of all their Miniſterial Acts and 
Offices. 

2. If the Miniſters of the Goſpel do alſo receive their 
Inſtructions from Chrift Feſus the Lord, if they are not to 
preach themſelves, not their own Notions and Opinions, 
but Him and his bleſſed Goſpel; it will follow, that when 
they do ſtrictly purſue theſe their Inſtructions, when they 
do preach the Chriſtian Faith, and Chriſtian Morality, 
ſupported by Reaſons directly ferch'd from Scripture, or 
ſuch at leaſt as are conſonant to Scripture, then are the 
hearers obliged to receive what they hear,not as as the word 
of Men, but, as it is in truth, the Word of God. For as the 
Miniſters themſelves are not varranted to obtrude their 
own Inventions orSpeculations, much leſs their Prejudices, 
Paſſions and Errors for ſo many indubitable Oracles ; ſo 
neither are the Hearers to be juſtified in rejecting or ca- 
villing at ſuch Doctrine as is Scriptural, Authentick, and 
unqueſtionably True, meerly becauſe it happens not to 
{quare with ſome prejudicate Notions of their own, or 
with their darling Luſts or Intereſts, or with the Politici- 
an's Schemes, or the Intrigues of the Worldly- wiſe, or the 
_ doubling Practices of a Faction or Party, or perhaps be- 
cauſe it touches upon too tender a part, and lays open 
| ſome ſecret Ulcer in their Conſciences. I ſay, theſe can 
never be ſufficient Reaſons for rejecting any Doctrine 
that is agrecable to Scripture for tho our Church 1 

allow 
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allow a Judgment of Diſcretion, yet tis not ſuch a judg- 
ment as is 2 arbitrary: and the Authority of 
Scripture and Scriptural Truths, can never be ſuppos'd 
to depend ultimately upon the good liking of the Au- 
dience; who are permitted indeed (as it is fit they ſhould) 
to prove all things, but are nevertheleſs oblig'd, at their 
Peril, to hold faſt that which is good. In the mean time 
it is but a {mall thing in a ſober Eſtimation to be judged 
of Man's Judgment; for the time vill come when we 
muſt all appear before the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt, and 
then the ſoundneſs of the Preacher's Doctrine, and of 
the Hearers Hearts, ſhall both be weighed in an impartial 
Balance. | 
3. If the Miniſter's Duty and Employment be to 
ſerve the Spiritual Neceſſities of the Flock, and to Mi- 
niſter to their Salvation, if the Service that they owe be 
of a Spiritual kind; then 'tis evident, That the People 
ought not to expect any carnal Compliances from them, 
ſuch as are Baſe, Servile and Abject. In particular, it 
muſt never be expected, that They ſhould ſuit their 
Doctrine to the Palate of a vitious Age; that they ſhould 
ſmooth their Tongues (as the Prophet Jeremy ſpeaks) 
and ſtudy to pleaſe, even at the expence of Truth ; that 
They ſhould ſtrike in with popular Opinions, tho' never 
ſo erroneous; that They ſhould palliate Vices that are faſhi- 
onable and predominant ; or that they ſhould in any wile 
| handle the Word of God deceitfully, ſo as to cheriſh Peo- 
ple in their Ignorance, encourage them in their Follics, or 
harden them in their Sins. No : God forbid that the Pulpir 
ſhould ever be debaſed to ſo vile a purpoſe! God forbid that 
Any One, who has the Honour to be call'd aMiniſter of the 
Goſpel,ſkould ſo far proſtitute both his Office and his Con- 
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ſcience, and at once betray. the Honour of God, and the 
Safety of the Souls of whom he has the Care! I will not 
therefore entreat you, my beloved Brethren, I will rather 
2 ſuppoſe that you need not be entreated, not to add to the 
UTifficulty and Toilſomneſs of our Task, by ſuch unreaſon- 
2 able Expectations; in vhich if you vere gratified, it would 
5 prove as deluſive and deſtructive to your ſelves, as it were 
3 every way unworthy of Us and our Vocation. 1 ſpeak not 
i J This, as if I were under the leaſt Apprehenſion, that any 
ſuch culpable Compliance were expected here fra me. 
I) be honourable Regard and generous Treatment that 


maany excellent Perſons, who have been your Servants for 
© __ > Teſus ſake, have ſtill found at your Hands, is the beſt 
Alſſurance to me, that You are indeed able to endure ſound 
h Doctrine. And{the Manner in which you have called me 


(however unworthy)to this Office among you, vas ſo very 
Decent, ſo extremely Obliging, that I cannot but per- 
{wade my ſelf, that] ſhall always be heard Favourably and 
Candidly. I was only villing to give you an honeſt Speci- 
men of that Plainneſs and Freedom of Speech, with which 
you are like to be entertain d, and by which I hope to re- 
commend my ſelf to every Man's Conſcience in the Sigbt 
of God. 743 £ 5 4070 ö | F489; 
4 Let us all therefore endeavaurto follow the excellent 
Advice of St. Peter, 1 Ep. 2. 1. and laying aſide all Malice, 
and all Guile, and Hypocrifies, aud Envies, and all evil 
 Speakings, as New-born Babes deſire the ſincere Milk of 
the Word, that we may grow thereby. So ſhall We hive 
0 Comfort in our Miniſtry, and Tou ſhall reap the Benefit 
. of it. And fo Preaching, and ſo Practiſing, ve truſt, thro 
4 . God's Mercy, that neither Ve that are Preachers, nor mm 
that are Hearers, ſhall finally become Caft-awayroadmen. ll 


= \ 
> "© 
> p a 
— wy 
5 A 
. n A 


1 7 
- S —- * « 
— 2 » As tos — =—y _— OO : 
- N 


2 * * ” l FE Y A : 
3 * 3 * * $f * 3 5 . a = =»: it \ 2 

N. o + 7 * 2 - F F 1 N 1 K. be. 1 $5.4 3 * 2 8 „ & x * al - 

— e 1 * 1 | : y a, = and . 4 = AY FO 1 1 3 * 25 a 8 ,_— 7 * "Fe 3 r . 
_ 8 © PW | L rags, a. 
D f | „ NE tee ei. 
* 1 — by 2 55 >> . K 8 a 4 . 2 A l a? * 2 * .* 2 * on, 1 * Sts 1 * 2 * Ar s Ko . . ＋ : , 


